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AONB UNIT ACTIVITY 
 
 
1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To receive details of the work areas and progress achieved by the AONB Unit since the 

last meeting of the JAC. 
 
2.0 SUMMARY OF PROGRESS ACHIEVED 
 
2.1 Appendix 1 gives separate details of the meetings and site visits that have been carried out 

by the AONB Manager, AONB Officer and AONB Assistant in the period 27th October 
2011 to 27th March 2012. Appendix 2 gives full details of the wide range of projects that 
the AONB Project Fund has assisted during the year.  Appendix 3 gives details of the 
Consultations that the JAC has received during the year. 

 
2.2 Countryside management work has been continuing, through the AONB Project Fund. The 

main areas of work have been a number of significant hedge and wall restoration projects, 
in-field and boundary tree planting schemes, and restoration of traditional direction signs 
in the Hambleton area. 

 
2.3 Volunteer activity has again been significant during the last six months. SINC management 

tasks clearing rhododendron at Park Wood Fishponds SINC and Western hemlock at 
Grimston Moor SINC have all attracted sustained high numbers of volunteers. Five task-
days have been held, with a further one clearing rhododendron completely from Boggs 
Plantation SINC. Several volunteers have continued to come out with the local NYCC 
Area Ranger, working in the AONB approximately every second week. They have 
principally been carrying out Public Rights of Way maintenance work, but have also 
helped with several other tasks where many pairs of hands were needed. 

 
2.4 A December Junior Ranger Club was delivered, without the snow this time! Dates have 

also been set for sessions in Easter, summer half-term and October 2012, with the activities 
for Easter and the summer half-term in the advanced stages of planning.  Full details of the 
activities and attendance for the 2011/12 activity sessions are shown in Appendix 4. 

 
2.5 Work on the Rural:Urban Schools Twinning project has progressed very well. The final 

Year 1 visit was completed last November, with 3 Year 2 visits now also having been 
completed. The remaining 13 Year 2 visits have been arranged, with thoughts now turning 
to the Year 3 visits. 

 
2.6 The RAY Community Projects Officer has continued to work with a number of local 

communities to both prepare and implement Parish Plans. Two further ‘Good Life’ events, 
at Amotherby and Gilling, are being planned for April/May. A full list of the work carried 
out by the RAY officer in the AONB is attached as part of Appendix 1. 

 
2.7 The number of planning applications and need for responses/advice has seen a spike in the 

last couple of months, with a high number of schemes coming forward that have required a 
response. Copies of the 10 planning consultation responses made since the last meeting of 
the JAC are attached for information as part of Appendix 3. 

 

ITEM 3



2.8 NAAONB work has principally involved planning for Conference 2012 in York, attending 
a national Lead Officers meeting and attending seminars to learn about potential new 
sources of funding that we may consider accessing in the future to support project work in 
the AONB. 

 
2.9 The Joint Advisory Committee’s annual budget is likely to be underspent this year by 

approximately £19,000, although £12,500 of that was money allocated from reserves 
brought forward from the previous year (making a £6,500 underspend on the year when 
considered in isolation). This is principally due to the gap between Liz Bassindale going on 
Maternity Leave in September and Francesca Pert starting in November. This is a crucial 
time of the year for developing projects and approaching potential applicants, and the lack 
of staff resource during that period has had a knock-on effect on the number of projects we 
have been able to complete. Combined with that, we have not been able to make any 
progress with restoration of the gate lodges at Howsham Hall, and the work at the 
Mausoleum (mentioned at the autumn JAC meeting) has now been put on hold until the 
Estate Conservation Management Plan has been updated. We have however developed a 
number of schemes that are due to be completed in April, including chipping rhododendron 
brash at Park Wood Fishponds SINC, and work will be starting on a major wall restoration 
scheme near Brandsby. Other approaches for funding for hedge restoration and wall repairs 
have also been received (including for Oulston Bank), and we plan to carry out more 
restoration of traditional direction signs. With the reserves brought forward from 2010/11, 
plus a further underspend this year of £6,500, the total predicted reserves for 2012/13 are 
approximately £45,000.  £20,000 of reserve has already been allocated within the 2012/13 
budget, and with the number of potential projects coming forward we hope to achieve full 
spend of this and therefore reduce the reserves to a more comfortable level. 

 
2.10 A grant allocation proposal for 2012/13 was submitted to Defra in January. This included 

the confirmed Defra contribution for 2012/13, which is in line with the progressive 5.4% 
year-on-year reduction notified to us in December 2010. The interim claim for payment of 
the 2011/12 grant was also submitted on schedule in January, and payment has been 
received. 

 
 
3.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the report be received for information. 



APPENDIX 1a 

AONB MANAGER'S REPORT 
 

27TH OCTOBER 2011 – 27TH MARCH 2012 
 
 
Work during this period has principally consisted of: 
 

 Progressing projects for 2011/12 implementation. 
 Planning application assessments. 
 Induction of Francesca Pert into the AONB Officer post. 
 Preparing and submitting the 2012/13 bid for funding to Defra. 
 Preparing and submitting the interim 2011/12 grant claim to Defra. 
 Finalising the wording, obtaining Local Authority signatures and submitting the Memorandum of 

Agreement to Defra. 
 

 
 
 MEETINGS 

 
 2nd November – NYBAG meeting, York. 
 3rd November – JAC meeting, Hovingham. 
 8th November – Discuss Mausoleum repairs, 

Castle Howard. 
 11th November – Native Woodland 

Development Officer Steering Group, 
Helmsley. 

 15th November – Schools Twinning update 
meeting. 

 16th November – Ian Fielding (WACS AD), 
to discuss AONB management arrangements.  

 16th November – River Rye Project meeting, 
York. 

 18th November – Jeff Evans, NY Waste 
Partnership – WACS partnerships quarterly 
update. 

 23rd November – Annual Action programme 
team meeting. 

 29th November – Ranger Team 3 Local 
Liaison Group, Helmsley. 

 30th November – NYCC Countryside Ranger 
– plan 2012 volunteers tasks. 

 6th December – Independent Panel on 
Forestry visit to Castle Howard. 

 7th December – Budget monitoring meeting, 
County Hall. 

 8th December – Core Partners Group. 
 8th December – SDF Steering Group. 
 15th December – Revitalising the River Rye 

project meeting. 
 16th December – Cleveland Corrosion 

Control, re restoration of traditional direction 
signs. 

 20th December – Appleton-le-Street Parish 
Hall, re SDF for refurbishments. 

 12th January – NET meeting. 
 17th February – Revitalising the River Rye 

project meeting. 
 
 
 

 21st February – Lime and Ice Yearsley Moor 
Archaeology Project interpretation plan. 

 22nd February – Annual Action programme 
team meeting. 

 22nd February – Catchment Sensitive 
Farming event for farmers, Helmsley. 

 23rd February – NET meeting, County Hall. 
 24th February – LNP meeting, County Hall. 
 28th February – LNP meeting, York. 
 8th March – Core Partners Group. 
 14th March – DPCR5 (electricity cable 

undergrounding) Stakeholders Group, 
Northallerton. 

 20th March – Protected Landscapes 
Monitoring workshop, Leeds. 

 23rd March – Natural England liaison 
meeting, York. 

 27th March – LEADER Support Group, 
Helmsley. 

 
Project update meetings with Liz and Mark 
Antcliff. 
Monthly AONB Team meetings. 
 
 

 
 NAAONB 

 
 8-9th November – Northern AONBs Group 

meeting, North Pennines. 
 9th November – Conf12 Steering Group, 

North Pennines AONB. 
 1st December – future AONB funding 

sources, Birmingham. 
 12th December – Conf12 Steering Group, 

York. 
 7th February – Conf12 Steering Group, York. 
 23rd February – Site visit to Helmsley Deer 

Park, to plan Conference12 Field Trip. 
 28th-29th February – Lead Officers’ meeting, 

Birmingham. 
 19th March – Conf12 Steering Group, York. 
 
 



 
 FUTURE MEETINGS 

 
 3rd April – NET meeting. 
 5th April – JAC. 
 12th April – NYCC Construction Manual 

meeting, County Hall. 
 Rural Economy Growth Review potential 

initiatives, Malton. 
 17th April – NYBAG, ?? 
 18th April – Hambleton BAP Steering Group. 
 19th April – Northern Powergrid 

Stakeholders Meeting, York? 
 27th April – Revitalising the River Rye 

project meeting. 
 30th April – AONB Partnership Group, 

Appleton-le-Street. 
 3rd May – NET meeting, County Hall. 
 22nd May – RT3 Local Liaison Group, 

Helmsley. 
 14th June – NET meeting. 
 21st June – Core Partners Group 
 26th June – LEADER Support Group, 

Helmsley. 
 24th July – NET meeting, County Hall. 
 27th July – JAC site visit. 
 21st August – NET meeting. 
 5th September – DPCR5 meeting, 

Northallerton. 
 25th September – LEADER Support Group, 

Helmsley. 
 4th October – NET meeting, County Hall. 
 25th October – JAC? 
 
Monthly project update meetings with 
Liz/Francesca and Mark Antcliff. 
Monthly AONB Team meetings. 
Quarterly – work programme team meeting. 
 
 

 
 FUTURE NAAONB 

 
 28th March – Funding seminar, Birmingham 
 Conference 2012 – planning and delivery. 
 17th – 19th July – NAAONB Conference, 

York. 
 20th – 22nd July – NAAONB stand at Game 

Fair. 
 11th October – NAAONB AGM, London? 
 
 

 
 SITE VISITS 

 
 27th October – Discuss possible repairs 

schedule for the Mausoleum, Castle Howard. 
 27th October – Bulmer churchyard (wall 

repairs), Planning application site visits 
(Whitwell-on-the-Hill, Huttons Ambo). 

 
 12th November – planning application site 

visit, Ampleforth. 
 24th November – Traditional direction signs 

in Hambleton area, with NYCC Highways 
Inspector. 

 27th November – Planning application site 
visit, Yearsley. 

 9th December – Tour of AONB/projects with 
Francesca. 

 22nd December – Management of Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments, Yearsley. 

 23rd December – Amotherby Lane SINC & 
planning application visit at Swinton Lane. 

 17th January – Planning application site 
meeting, Swinton. 

 7th February – Planning application site visits 
x 2, Crayke. 

 10th February – Hedge planting project, 
Grimstone. 

 9th March – Gilling Castle Park Pale tour. 
 9th March – Various projects in the 

Grimstone/Yearsley area. 
 12th March – meeting with contractor to 

discuss chipping of cleared rhododendron, 
Yearsley Moor. 

 12th March – Planning application site visit, 
Gilling. 

 
 

 
 FUTURE SITE VISITS 

 
 
 

 
 PROJECTS 

 
 Preparing for and induction of Francesca Pert 

as AONB Officer Maternity Cover. 
 15th December – Email system changeover – 

Groupwise to Outlook. 
 Preparation and submission of 2012/13 

grant proposal and work programme to 
Defra. 

 Preparation and submission of interim 
2011/12 grant claim to Defra. 

 Preparation, obtaining signatures and 
submission of Memorandum of 
Agreement to Defra. 

 Progression of various partnership initiatives 
– LNP, rural tourism initiative, Revitalising 
the River Rye. 

 Preparing April JAC papers. 
 
 SEE SEPARATE TABLE FOR LIST OF 

PROJECTS GRANT AIDED 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 FUTURE PROJECTS 



 
 May – Preparation and submission of final 

grant claim & reports to Defra. 
 Rationalisation of project files and 

digitisation of JAC-funded work since 1997. 
 Preparing October JAC papers. 
 
 

 
 CONSULTATIONS 

 
 SEE SEPARATE TABLE FOR FULL 

DETAILS OF CONSULTATIONS 
RECEIVED. 

 
 

 
 COMMUNITIES 

 
 
 

 
PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/ 

INTERPRETATION 

 
 Re-run of Radio York interviews at 

Hovingham, Stonegrave, Cawton, Caulkleys 
Bank and Castle Howard. 

 Christmas 2011 – Re-run of Countryfile 
edition filmed in the Howardian Hills 

 
 

 
FUTURE PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/ 

INTERPRETATION 

 
 Design of new NAAONB-branded 

Howardian Hills stationery. 
 Preparation & publication of 2011/12 Annual 

Report. 
 26th July – Ryedale Show. 
 September/October – Preparation & 

publication of AONB News 2012. 
 
 

 
 TRAINING 

 
 7th December – Outlook training, County 

Hall. 
 6th- 7th March – NAAONB Woodland 

Management event, Cranborne Chase & 
West Wilts Downs AONB. 

 
 

 
FUTURE TRAINING 

 
 Mandatory Equalities & Diversity training. 
 
 

 
 MISCELLANEOUS 

 
 1st November – Maggie Cochrane Appraisal 

Review. 
 3rd November – Appraisal Review. 
 13th January – Francesca Pert Appraisal. 
 28th - 30th December – Office Christmas shut-

down. 
 18th January- 1st February – Annual Leave. 
 
 

FUTURE MISCELLANEOUS 

 
 13th April – Appraisal. 
 April – Maggie Cochrane Appraisal. 
 April – Francesca Pert Appraisal. 
 Liz Keeping In Touch days 
 3rd September – Liz Bassindale return to 

work after Maternity Leave. 



 
 AONB OFFICER'S REPORT 

14TH NOVEMBER TO 8TH DECEMBER 
 

Some of my main duties since taking over from Liz Bassindale as AONB Officer have been: 
 

 Rural:Urban School Twinning Project: An initial meeting was held with the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust 
Project Officer and her line manager in order to meet each other, establish our roles and discuss an action plan 
 as both myself and the YWT Officer were new to our posts in November. The project officer and I have held 
planning meetings in all 18 of the schools involved, talking to teachers in Hull, York and the AONB. We have 
built on the AONBs partnership with Dr. Katherine Forsey at the Arboretum Trust to use the Arboretum as the 
main host venue for round 2 activities. We have had 2 days in Hull scoping possible activities and venues 
including Hull Museums, Fish Trail and East Park animal enclosure. In York we met with community coaches 
at York City Football Club. I ran a volunteers training session at the Arboretum in February to prepare for 
AONB activity days. Three round 2 visits have successfully been completed so far. Dates have been 
confirmed with all remaining schools for their round 2 AONB visits. Urban exchange visit dates and activities 
are very close to confirmation.  

 
 Projects Fund: Initial familiarization with the current project repertoire. The majority of AONB projects 

which were active when I came into post have been completed. Several grants have been processed for new 
schemes, especially hedge planting schemes. A large stretch of dry stone wall in Scackleton has been repaired. 
At Black Moor Plantation, near Brandsby, Arbortech Tree Specialists have cleared trees from a section of 
roadside wall preparing it for reconstruction next year. Large hedging schemes include: hedging along the 
roads around Firby; a section at Pond Farm, Crambe; Montreal Farm at Coulton; High Baxton Howe; Wass 
Grange at Ampleforth and Ryebeck Farm at Grimston Moor. A new set of steps have been installed at Church 
Farm, Stonegrave allowing direct access from the right of way into the corner of Stonegrave Minster 
churchyard. Work has been completed at Amotherby Lane SINC to encourage growth of greater knapweed 
and therefore, knapweed broomrape. Cutting of special interest verges has been carried out and work has 
started on the 2012 summer Yorkshire Exmoor Pony grazing rota arrangements. Volunteer work at Yearsley 
Moor, Grimston Moor and Boggs Plantation has removed huge amounts of rhododendron and western 
hemlock. There are a few projects to be rolled into next year’s fund as they did not happen, mainly due to 
matters beyond our control. 

 
 SDF 2011 / 2012: Grant offered for Swinton in Bloom for a village enhancement scheme which includes 

planters, bee-friendly plants and a commemorative anvil. Scackleton Village Action Group have restored the 
traditional phone box into a children’s book exchange. Barton le Willows Village hall refurbishment is 
finished, AONB SDF paid for solid wall and loft insulation. Barton le Street village hall has completed 
installing an SDF-funded wood burner and loft insulation; they are now re-decorating the hall. The Arboretum 
Trust has acquired resources for a new School Visits Officer. We have worked with Sustrans to produce a 
Ryedale Bike rides leaflet and have supplied photos to the designer and commented on drafts of the leaflet 
throughout the process. One application (the Story Teller Brewery) was turned down at the steering group 
meeting as it did not meet the SDF aims. 

 
 SDF 2012/13 A grant has been offered to Appleton le Street village hall committee towards phase 2 of village 

hall improvements. The sum offered will cover insulation for the hall (which is located in Amotherby). 
 
 RAY  and Rural Voice in the AONB: Regular up-date meetings re: parish plans and on-going projects. Two 

Good Life events planned with Maggie Farey to be run at Gilling and Amotherby village halls. 
 
 Publicity – Article in the NYCC Countryside Volunteers Newsletter.  
 
 Volunteers: Three volunteer tasks managing rhododendron have taken place. Two at Park Wood Fish Ponds 

SINC, Yearsley Moor and another at Boggs Plantation SINC, Newburgh Priory where we completely cleared 
the woodland of rhododendron. Volunteers are surveying rights of way condition. A volunteer training session 
was held to bring them up to date with this years Schools Twinning Project activities. Junior Ranger Club 
sessions, held at the Arboretum were also delivered in part by volunteers. Attended Volunteer feedback 
session run by Dave Ranner, Volunteer Coordinator. 

 
 Junior Ranger Club: Highly enjoyable and well attended Christmas and Easter sessions have been run in 

conjunction with Kathryn Hardacre and Dr. Katherine Forsey at the Arbotetum Trust and volunteers. 
 
 
  



 MEETINGS 
 
 November 3rd – Hovingham – JAC (attended 

voluntarily) 
 November 15th – Hovingham – Twinning visits 

project update/planning 
 November 17th – Northallerton - Natural 

Environment Team  
 – Hovingham – Annual Action Programme 
 November 21st - Howardian Hills AONB Unit 

meeting 
 November 24th – Northallerton – Road verges 

NYBAG sub-group 
 November 25th - Hovingham – meeting to 

update on Scackleton Phone box grant 
application.  

 November 28th - Castle Howard Arboretum – 
YWT – Twinning Project update 

 December 8th – Hovingham – Core Partners 
 December 8th – Hovingham – SDF Steering 

Group meeting 
 December 12th – Malton – Development 

Officers meeting 
 Weekly – Schools Twinning Updates and 

planning meetings in schools 
 Fortnightly project update meetings with Paul 
 December 20th meeting with Nigella Ballard 

about SDF for Appleton le Street Village Hall 
 January 10th – Hovingham – AONB Unit 

meeting 
 January 11th - Amotherby – Schools Twinning 

planning meeting 
 January 12th – Hovingham – NET meeting 
 January 16th – Hovingham – LEADER project 

monitoring meeting Schools Twinning 
 January 20th – Dishforth – Waste and 

Countryside Services away day 
 January 23rd – Welburn & Hovingham - 

Schools Twinning planning meetings 
 January 26th – Moors Centre – SDF Panel 

Meeting 
 January 26th – Slingsby – Schools Twinning 

planning meeting 
 February 9th – Hovingham – Liz Bassindale 

keeping in touch meeting 
 February 9th – Sheriff Hutton – Schools 

Twinning planning meeting 
 February 13th – Gilling – Good Life meeting 

with Maggie Farey & Chris Pickles 
 February 14th – Arboretum – pre-visit with 

Wansbeck school 
 February 15th – Robin Hoods Bay – Benedicte 

Windle NEYGT 
 February 16th – Hull – Schools twinning 

planning meetings 
 February 21st – Hovingham – AONB Unit 

meeting 
 February 22nd – Hovingham – Action 

Programme meeting 

 February 22nd – Amotherby – Goodlife event 
meeting with Maggie Farey & Nigella Ballard 

 February 22nd – Malton – Meeting with Rupert 
Douglas, Sustrans bike leaflet 

 February 23rd – York FC – Planning meeting 
for Schools Twinning visit 

 February 24th – Arboretum – Pre-visit meeting 
for Schools Twinning with Education team & 
Junior Ranger Club planning meeting 

 February 28th – Welburn – Schools Twinning 
Planning meeting  

 February 29th – Appleton le Street – Volunteer 
work summary & feedback session 

 March 5th – Hovingham – projects update 
meeting with Paul 

 March 5th - Arboretum – Teacher pre-visit 
 March 8th – Hovingham - HHAONB core 

partners meeting 
 March 9th – Helmsley – SDF panel meeting 
 March 21st - Arboretum – Teacher pre-visit 
 March 27th – Malton – Ryedale Development 

Officers meeting 
 March 27th - Arboretum – Teacher pre-visit  
 April 3rd – Hovingham – Natural Environment 

Team meeting 
 

 
 FUTURE MEETINGS 

 
 April 19th – Malton – Ryedale Biodiversity 

Action Plan meeting 
 April 25th – Hovingham – AONB Unit meeting 
 April 30th – Appleton le Street – Partnership 

Group meeting 
 May 3rd – Northallerton – Natural Environment 

Team meeting 
 June 21st – Hovingham – HHAONB core 

partners meeting 
 Monthly - Howardian Hills AONB Unit meeting 
 Monthly – SDF Steering Group Meetings 
 Monthly - Project updates with Paul 
 Approx every 6 weeks – Natural Environment 

Team Meetings 
 Quarterly – work programme meeting with Paul 

and Maggie 
 
 

 
 SITE VISITS 

 
 November 22nd  – Wiganthorpe Park – 

Parkland restoration / tree planting 
 December 9th – General AONB site 

familiarisation with Paul 
 December 15th – Ampleforth – Wass Grange 

hedge planting planning 
 December 16th – Coulton – Montreal Farm 

hedge scheme planning 
 
 



 
 December 19th – Yearsley Moor – Meeting with 

Steve Green and Nick Short to plan 2012 
volunteer tasks 

 December 22nd – Four Acre Wood, Yearsley – 
look at tree removal from round barrows 

 January 6th – Black Moor Plantation – roadside 
wall restoration site visit 

 January 13th – Scackleton – Dry stone walling 
 January 18th – Black Moor Plantation – 

Arbortech tree specialists – tree removal 
planning 

 January 18th – Stonegrave Minster – checking 
work in progress on new wooden steps into 
churchyard 

 January 19th – Black Moor Plantation – site 
meeting with waller to discuss stone removal 

 January 25th – Gilling – Pond scheme final site 
visit 

 January 31st – Amotherby – Amotherby Lane 
SINC light enhancement cut planning 

 February 1st - Firby – Hedge planting scheme 
 February 15th – Firby – Hedge planting site 

visit with Highways officers & land agent 
 February 23rd – Firby – Marking out hedge 

planting scheme with Highways and land agent 
 February 28th – Amotherby Lane – Checking 

tree / shrub thinning at SINC 
 March 1st – Wiganthorpe Park and Stonegrave 

– Marking out tree planting locations with 
Mark Antcliff   

 March 6th  - Pond Farm Crambe, discussing tree 
planting with Mark Antcliffe and landowner 

 March 7th – Malton Street, Newburgh Priory, to 
discuss hedge planting and wall at Oulston 

 March 19th – Firby – checking hedges and 
putting HHAONB sign up 

 March 20th – Barton le Street Village Hall – 
checking wood burner SDF project 

 

 
 
 Checking completed hedge and walling projects 

at Firby, Scackleton and Pond Farm, Crambe. 
 Checking of completed SDF projects at 

Scackleton, Swinton and Hovingham 
 Site visit with dry stone waller to Black Moor 

Plantation  
 

 
 PROJECTS 

 
 November 27th – Park Wood Fishponds SINC – 

rhododendron removal 
 January 15th – Park Wood Fishponds SINC – 

rhododendron removal 
 February 26th - Boggs Plantation SINC - 

rhododendron removal 
 

 
 March 11th  - Grimston Moor – western 

hemlock and rhododendron removal (FP not 
present) 

 March 25th - Park Wood Fishponds SINC – 
western hemlock and rhododendron removal 

 March 30th – Planting of Greater Knapweed 
plug plants at Amotherby Lane SINC 

 
 SDF Projects – advice during delivery and 

checking completed projects. Direct involvement 
with the majority of those on separate table in the 
form of advice on delivery/minor changes to 
conditions.  

 
SEE SEPARATE TABLE FOR FULL 
DETAILS OF PLANNED/DELIVERED 
PROJECTS. 
 

 
 FUTURE PROJECTS 

 
 Working with the Yorkshire Exmoor Pony 

Trust on summer grazing of important 
grassland  

 SDF Projects – advice during delivery and 
checking completed projects. Direct involvement 
with the majority of those on separate table in the 
form of advice on delivery/minor changes to 
conditions.  

 
SEE SEPARATE TABLE FOR FULL 
DETAILS OF PLANNED/DELIVERED 
PROJECTS. 
 

 
 RECREATION/ACCESS  

 
 Ryedale Bike rides leaflet development in 

conjunction with Sustrans 
 
 
 
 

FUTURE RECREATION/ACCESS FUTURE SITE VISITS 

 Complete the three off-road cycle leaflets. 
 
 
  
 

COMMUNITY WORK 

 Met with Gilling and Amotherby village hall 
representatives to discuss ‘Good Life’ events 

 
 
 FUTURE COMMUNITY WORK  

 
 Build on links with schools, parishes and 

community groups.  
 ‘Good Life’ events to be held at Amotherby on 

28th April and Gilling on 26th May 
 Continue to build links with existing volunteer 

schemes in the locality and to develop joint 
tasks 



  

PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/ 
INTERPRETATION 

 Developing the skills of the Volunteers on a 
variety of tasks including ongoing PRoW 
Condition Assessment Training, Community 
Events and Habitat Management.  

 Content supplied to NYCC Volunteer 
Newsletter 

 
 

 Met with North East Yorkshire Geological 
Trust to discuss interpretation of geology in 
AONB and their involvement in education 
projects 

 
 

TRAINING

 
 1st December - NAAONB workshop – Raising 

funds for AONB activities.  Press release via Sustrans promoting new 
‘Ryedale Bike Rides’ leaflet.  December 5th and 6th – First Aid at Work 

requalification.  
 
  FUTURE PUBLICITY/INTERPRETATION  NAAONB online staff induction. 

 General AONB Office induction.  
 NYCC corporate induction training.  Press release about Schools Twinning project 

round 2 visits  7th December – Outlook Training, County Hall 
 December 15th - Intro to Health and Safety  Press-release with York Football Club 

regarding Schools Twinning visits  December 23rd - Equality and Diversity 
 December 23rd - Data Protection and Freedom 

of Information 
 Displays in community spaces about the 

Schools Twinning project round 2 visits 
 December 12th - DSE Assessment  Ideas for a circular walk focussing on 

geological interpretation  February 1st  - Voice Connect Training 
  

 
 EDUCATIONAL/RAISING AWARENESS 

 
 FUTURE TRAINING  

  
  December 21st – Arboretum – Winter Junior 

Ranger Club 
 February 27th – Arboretum – Schools 

Twinning Project volunteer training workshop 
 Schools Twinning Project development and 

organisation 
 March 28th and 29th – Arboretum – 2nd round 

Schools Twinning events 
 
 
 
 
 
 April 4th   – Castle Howard Arboretum – Spring 

Junior Ranger Club 
 5 Schools Twinning visits to Castle Howard 

Arboretum to be delivered by the end of April 
 April 25th – Alne – evening talk to the Gardening 

Club 
 April 27th - 1 Schools Twinning visit at Crayke 
 May to July - 8 Urban Schools Twinning Visits 
 June 8th - Castle Howard Arboretum  - Summer 

Junior Ranger Club 
 Continue to develop projects with local schools 

through working with them both in their school 
grounds and on field-trips.  

 Developing the skills of the Volunteers on a 
variety of tasks including ongoing PRoW 
Condition Assessment Training, Community 
Events and Habitat Management. 

 Continue to develop projects with local schools 
through working with them both in their school 
grounds and on field-trips. 

 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 Annual leave/TOIL 12th – 16th March 2012 
 
 

 
 FUTURE MISCELLANEOUS 

 
 Annual leave booked 28th May – 5th June 2012 

FUTURE EDUCATION/AWARENESS  



 
 

 AONB ASSISTANT’S REPORT 
27 OCTOBER 2011 – 23 MARCH 2012 

 
 
My main duties over the period have been: 

 
 Assisting in induction process for new AONB Officer. 
 Liaising with YWT re Schools Twinning Project in interregnum of Project Officer and AONB Officer.  
 Planning, preparation and assisting with delivery for Junior Ranger Club session on 21 December. 
 Planning and preparation for Junior Ranger Club sessions on 4 April and 8 June. 
 Promoting CRC Farm Grant Scheme updates to local farmers and landowners. 
 Promoting Good Life events at Amotherby and Gilling East. 
 Assisting with planning for the NAAONB Conference 2012. 
 General admin tasks for the unit eg taking minutes, dealing with orders, invoices, post, both incoming and out, 

file management. 
 Uploading and amending of text and information to website. 
 Handling telephone and email enquiries to the Unit. 
 Dealing with IT issues. 
 
 

 
 MEETINGS 

 
 3 Nov – JAC meeting, Hovingham V H 
 9 Nov – Conference 2012 steering group and 

 Northern Group meetings, Blanchland 
 15 Nov – Schools Twinning Project update 

meeting with YWT 
 17 Nov – NET meeting, County Hall 
 23 Nov – AONB Action Programme meeting 
 7 Dec – JRC planning meeting with Arboretum 
 8 Dec - Core Partners’ Group meeting 
 12 Dec – NAAONB Conference 2012 steering 

group meeting, York 
 12 Jan – NET meeting, Wath Court 
 20 Jan – Waste & Countryside Services 

Workshop, Dishforth 
 7 Feb – NAAONB Conference 2012 steering 

group meeting and site visit, University of York 
 22 Feb - AONB Action Programme meeting 
 24 Feb – JRC planning meeting, Arboretum 
 8 Mar – Core Partners’ Group meeting 
 Monthly AONB Unit meetings 
 

 
 FUTURE MEETINGS 

 
 3 Apr – NET meeting, Wath Court 
 5 Apr – JAC meeting, Oswaldkirk VH 
 21 June – Core Partners’ Group meeting 
 Monthly - HHAONB Unit meetings 
 

 
 SITE VISITS 

 
 14 Mar – Arboretum re SDF project (resources 

for 2nd outdoor classroom) 
 

 
 FUTURE SITE VISITS 

 

RECREATION/ACCESS 

 
 Continued supply of walks leaflets to local 

shops/outlets (ongoing) 
 Technical support for volunteers undertaking 

footpath condition surveys ie mapping and 
data-inputting (ongoing) 

 
 
 
 

FUTURE RECREATION/ACCESS 

 
 
 COMMUNITY WORK  

 
 Planning, preparation and delivery of Junior 

Ranger Club session on 21 December 
 Planning and preparation for Junior Ranger 

Club session on 4 April 
 29 Feb – NYCC and HHAONB Volunteers 

annual meeting and feedback session, 
Appleton-le-Street 

 Liaison with volunteers and Countryside 
Ranger re volunteer projects 

 
 
 FUTURE COMMUNITY WORK  

 
 4 April – Assist with delivery of Junior 

Ranger Club session 
 
 
 



PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/ 
INTERPRETATION 

 
 Further development of Howardian Hills 

AONB website and links with relevant 
organisations 

 Involvement with re-design of HHAONB 
stationery etc, incorporating Landscapes for 
Life logo 

 Production of a leaflet promoting gardening 
for wildlife and sustainability, to be 
accessible from the HHAONB website  

 Promotion of Good Life events at Amotherby 
and Gilling East 

 Production of flyers for JRC sessions 
 

 
  FUTURE PROMOTION/ 

PUBLICITY/INTERPRETATION 
 

 
 Planning for HHAONB stand at Ryedale Show 
 Continued distribution of HHAONB leaflet to 

tourism outlets etc 
 Promotion of HHAONB Partnership Group 

Meeting on 30 April 
 
 
  
 
 Liaison with YWT and volunteers to deliver 

Schools Twinning Project 
 Planning of NAAONB Conference 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 Assisting with delivery of  NAAONB 

Conference 2012  
 
 
 
 
 9 Nov - Northern Group presentations and site 

visit, Blanchland 
 7 Dec – Microsoft Outlook training, County 

Hall 
 23 Feb - Mandatory Diversity & Equalities e-

learning 
 

 
 FUTURE TRAINING  

 
 Assertiveness Training 
 Mandatory Customer Care course 
 

 
 MISCELLANEOUS 

 
 1 Nov – 6-monthly Appraisal review 

 14 Nov onwards – assisted with Francesca’s 
induction 

 31 Jan – 2 Feb – Sick leave 
 6 Feb – 22 Mar – 6 additional days worked on 

specific tasks eg review of project files, 
production of wildlife gardening leaflet 

 
 
 FUTURE MISCELLANEOUS 

 
 1 – 3 May – Annual leave 
 6 – 14 June – Annual leave 
 

EDUCATION/RAISING AWARENESS

FUTURE EDUCATION/RAISING 
AWARENESS 

TRAINING 



APPENDIX 1b

     
Howardian Hills Community Engagement; October 2011 - March 2012 

 
 

 Continuing to support Slingsby Village Design Statement. 
 

 Thornton Le Clay & Foston planning a Village Walk in May 2012 to launch their 
Village Design Statement. 

 
 Attended Village Hall Conference at Hovingham on 6 October 2011. 

 
 Ryedale Rural Awards – Awards evening held in Terrington Village Hall on Friday 

21 October 2011. Hovingham Market and Action Group were category winners 
and Gilling East Village Hall received a special award.  Slingsby Allotments were 
Runners-up. 

 
 Village Hall Net-working meeting held at Hovingham Village Hall on 7 December 

2011. 
 

 Working with HHAONB team to plan two more ‘Good Life’ Events; at Amotherby 
Village Hall on Saturday 28 April 2012 and Gilling East Village Hall, both from 
1pm to 4pm. 

 
 Helped to organise and attended Hovingham Community Awareness Event on 

15 March 2012 at Hovingham Village Hall; in partnership with Parish Council, 
NYCC and Environment Agency. Other organisations attending included Police 
and RDC Community Safety Officer, Fire & Emergency Service, Rural Voice 
Project, York Hospital Trust. Displayed HHAONB leaflets and information. 

 
 Ryedale LSP Delivery Group meeting - member for Community Engagement. 

 
 Attended Sustainable Development Panel Meetings. 

 
 On-going support to Parish Plan groups and Community groups and village halls 

in the AONB. 
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APPENDIX 4 

2011/12 Junior Ranger Club 
 
 

 
All Junior Ranger Club sessions this year have been delivered with the Education Officer from The 
Arboretum Trust, Kew at Castle Howard, with all sessions taking place at the Arboretum except for 1 
June, when it was at Welburn Village Hall. 
 
 
April 2011 : Amazing April in the Howardian Hills 
 
 The Easter holiday session was carried out using the visitor centre at The Arboretum.  

 
Ranger Day Activities No of 

children 
attending 

Biodiversity and Easter 
crafts 
Monday 11th April  

 Texture trail/scavenger hunt – collecting natural 
materials of different textures.  

 Wild relay game – team game involving learning 
about different animal groups and habitats. 

 Egg decorating – using wax as colour resistant 
material 

 Finger print sheep mural – using variety of materials 
and design ideas. 

 Nest building – using natural materials collected in 
scavenger hunt. 

 Clay fridge magnets of flowers/animals. 
 Orienteering in the Arboretum. 
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June 2011 : See in the Summer in the Howardian Hills 
 
The half-term holiday session was carried out at Welburn Village Hall and surroundings with assistance 
from the Education Officer from The Arboretum. 
 

Ranger Day Activities No of 
children 

attending 
Biodiversity and 
Landscape 
‘Caterpillars and 
Butterflies’ 
Wednesday 1st June 

A collection of activities looking at how caterpillars and 
butterflies develop 
 Papier mache caterpillars. 
 Butterfly kite-making. 
 Bug hunting using nets, identification cards and 

magnifying jars. 
 Picnic lunch in the woods. 
 Wild flower relay game. 
 Treasure hunt around Welburn village using maps and 

question sheets.  
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October 2011 : Amazing Autumn in the Howardian Hills 
 
The October half-term holiday session was again held at the Arboretum. 
 

Ranger Day Activities No of 
children 

attending 
Biodiversity and 
Landscape 
‘Wild Senses’ 
Monday 24th October 

A collection of activities investigating autumnal changes 
 Glass painting autumn leaves and fungi. 
 Texture scavenger hunt looking for leaves, twigs, 

seeds and fruits of different textures. 
 Mirror walk – how do rabbits and hares, crocodiles 

and alligators see the world? 
 Sound maps – listening to the natural sounds of the 

arboretum. 
 Shelter-building – weaving in the willow branches 

planted three years ago to make a shelter. 
 Halloween lanterns – the effects of light. 
 Colour palettes – collecting as many different autumn 

colours as possible. 
 Autumn woodland collage – designing and making a 

collage using a variety of materials. 

13 

 
 
December 2011 : Festive Fun in the Howardian Hills 
 
The Christmas session again took place at the Arboretum Visitor Centre. 
 

Ranger Day Activities No of 
children 

attending 
 
Wednesday 21st 
December 

 
Outdoor activities – despite rather murky weather the 
children enjoyed their walk around the lake, collecting 
twigs, pine cones, etc for natural Christmas tree 
decorations. They also visited the composting zone. 
Indoor craft activities: 
 decorating Yule logs and willow wreaths  
 making pine cone stars and baubles 
 clay tree decorations 
 Christmas cards 
 

 
13 

 
 
 
 


	AONB Unit Activity covering report(1)
	AONB Managers Summary(App1a)
	27TH OCTOBER 2011 – 27TH MARCH 2012

	AONB officers summary Nov 11-April 2012(App1b)
	PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/
	INTERPRETATION
	EDUCATIONAL/RAISING AWARENESS

	JAC - Assts summary 27 Oct 2011 to 23 March 2012(App1c)
	PROMOTION/PUBLICITY/
	INTERPRETATION

	RAY summary_Community Engagement Appendix 1d
	Appendix 2
	1st April 2011 – 27th March 2012
	1st April 2011 – 27th March 2012

	Table of Consultations Appendix 3
	1st April 2011 – 27th March 2012
	1st April 2011 – 27th March 2012
	1st April 2011 – 27th March 2012

	ActivityDayandRangerClubSummaryAppendix 4
	2011/12 Junior Ranger Club




